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The Modern Doctor - MBBS

There are two ‘arms’ to a medical degree,

medicine and surgery. In Australia, MBBS 1s a

Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery,

paying homage to the traditional split between Fig 2. Medic
internal medicine and surgery. Pharmacy Cross >
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THE MODERN DOCTOR

The Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency,
established by section 23(1) of the National Law (the
‘Medical Board of Australia’) functions like ‘The Guild’.
The Register of practitioners confirms registration and

permits medical practice.
https://www.ahpra.gov.au/Registration/Registration-Process.aspx

Fig 4. Medical Board Registration 2020 4
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Current European universities adopt the system of
Bachelor, Master and Doctor degrees- part of the

Bologna Process.
Ross et al., 2014, pp.314-321.

The 21 Australian university medical schools are
accredited by the Australian Medical Council. Some
medical schools have recently moved from bachelor, to a
doctor of medicine (MD) program where graduates
receive a master’s qualification. All medical degrees
offered by medical schools in Australia allow

commencement of practice.
https://ama.com.au/careers/becoming-a-doctor
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MODERN MEDICAL DEGREE

1) In Australia, 9 of 21 medical schools have an undergraduate
degree. After passing UMAT (Undergraduate Medicine Admission
Test), like trivium, critical thinking, problem solving skills,
understanding people and abstract reasoning are important to
practitioners. https://ama.com.au/careers/becoming-a-doctor

2) Alternatively, the four-year graduate entry
medical degree requires completion of a bachelor
degree in any discipline, also parallel to the
trivium. Academic excellence in the humanities
and social sciences is encouraged. Some graduate
programs require first year anatomy, physiology
and biochemistry.
https://ama.com.au/careers/becoming-a-doctor
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Modern medical courses

Medical degrees of modern university include
content that mirrors renaissance subjects:

medicine , surgery, obstetrics, gynaecology,
ethics, and pharmacology.

https://my.uqg.edu.au/programs-
courses/program _list.html?acad prog=5578
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Figure 10. Theatro Anatomico
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Modern cadavers —

Anatomy of the human body has been taught to medical
students by dissection of embalmed, donated cadavers
for centuries. The appreciation of ‘tactile gnosis’ (how
human tissues ‘feel’) and ‘dissection heuristics’ (tissue-
handling techniques) are reasons that human dissection
still exists in medical schools, albeit augmented by

digital learning. Ramsay-Stewart, 2010, pp.668-671.
MIJA.

In 2019, Dr Young, (Scientific American) remarked:

‘If vou want to be truthful about anatomy
education, it hasn t changed much since the
renaissance.’

Gholipour, 2019, pp. 12 — 15.
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MODERN SURGICAL TRAINING

*Maestro lacopos’ advice for safe surgery resonates in modern
specialist surgical training programs.

*Gynaecology and Surgical training take up to six years over the
initial medical degree.

*Rigorous requirements and approved case Log books are

mandatory.

https://ranzcog.edu.au/training/specialist-training/online-
portfolio-assessments/logbook-tar
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Modern day pharmacopoeia

MIMS Online is the Australian resource
for pharmaceuticals information used by
doctors which contains prescribing
information, product images and consumer
medicines information.

Like the renaissance pharmacopoeia (only
able to be understood by doctors schooled
in Latin) this modern pharmacopoeia
similarly can only be accessed by registered
practitioners and is not for public
consumption.

https://www.mims.com.au/index.php
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Modern

Fig. 12 College Logo

Like the renaissance guild, modern General https://ranzcog.edu.au/m
e ‘als embers/fees
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Fig. 13 Boccaccio!?

Boccacio (1351), proemium to Decameron, in Park,
1985, p.231.
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Modern day — Same Strategies

1- Admission as a surgeon requires approval and examination by
the College Council — ‘get rid of idiots and mechanicals”
https://www.surgeons.org/become-a-surgeon/how-do-i-become-a-
surgeon/admission-to-fellowship

2- The Australian Medical Association code of conduct, like
dishonesta, 1s an ethics code that promotes a body of ethical
principles to guide doctors' conduct in their relationships with

patients, colleagues, and society.
https://ama.com.au/ausmed/code-ethics-revised-and-update

3- and 4 -Educational meetings for Continued Professional Development - is very similar
to Italian renaissance regular disputations, without brawls or scandals, meetings and

dissections.
https://ranzcog.edu.au/members/cpd/fellows
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What “makes” a doctor?

Crucial is the ability to absorb and understand dense
medical, surgical and anatomical principles and apply these
to heal. This is the science of medicine.

The seeds planted in the ancient times, and
sown 1n the renaissance, and evident in
modern practice. The ingredient of a truly
caring practitioner is the fisici ( philosophical)
component of medical care . This allows the
complete healing by an empathetic, personable
physician, no matter what the pathology or
outcomes are. This is the true art of
medicine.



Finalmente, una differenza!

lacopo da Prato, in De operatione manual :
“if you see a patient with no chance of recovery,

tell everyone you are leaving town shortly and
cannot take the case!” pax, 1985 202.

Tempting.......... but not so practical these days!
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